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• GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS IN THE UK 

 

• Government and politics in the usa 

and comparative politics 

 

• Political ideas 
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           Expectations in A-Level Politics 

 

 
1. Your attendance at ALL lessons is COMPULSORY.  

 
2. If you do miss any lessons you MUST copy the work up before the next lesson.  Any points of 

confusion YOU need to follow up! (You can contact your teachers by email if you can’t track them down!) 
 

3. All deadlines should be adhered to.  If there are extenuating circumstances then talk to your 
teacher BEFORE the deadline! 

 
4. A level study is hard and different to GCSE – so you need to use your teacher as a resource and ASK 

for help if you need it.  Don’t just hope it will all make sense later! 
 

5. Get involved in ALL lessons by asking and answering at least 3 questions each time. 
 

6. Listen respectfully to the views of others, even if you don’t agree with them. 
 

7. Ensure that your folder is kept up-to-date and bring it to ALL lessons with the current topic/units’ 
work. 
 

8. If presenting work in a group ensure you have copies for your classmates and contact your group 
members if you are likely to be away on the day (and pass your work on so they can present in your 
absence). 
 

9. Please ensure that you follow the Sixth Form rules, especially in relation to dress code (coats and 
hats off in lesson) and mobile phones. 

 

 

Presentation in A-Level Politics  

 
1. All work should be kept in a folder just for Politics and this must be clearly labelled. 

 
2. This course handbook should be at the front of your folder. 

 

3. All assessed work (essays, tests etc.) should be done in your Politics exercise book. 
 

4. All topics should be sorted into sections using clearly labelled dividers. 

 
5. ALL pieces of work should have a title and date. 

 

6.  NO graffiti or doodling on your work or folder. 
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PAPER 1 
 
You will need a big lever arch folder for Paper 1. 
 
You should have dividers for each topic: 
 

1. Democracy and participation 
2. Elections and referendums 
3. Political Parties 
4. Pressure Groups 
5. The European Union 
6. UK Constitution  
7. Devolution 
8. Judiciary 
9. Parliament 
10. Prime Minister and cabinet 

 

 
 

PAPER 2 
 
You will need a big lever arch folder for Paper 2. 
 
You should have dividers for each subsection in each topic: 

1. The constitutional framework of US government 
2. The legislative branch of government: Congress 
3. The Electoral process and direct democracy 
4. Pressure groups 
5. Presidents 
6. The judicial branch of government 
7. Political parties 
8. Civil Rights 
9. Comparative politics 

 

 

 

PAPER 3 
 

You will need a big lever arch folder for Paper 2. 
 
You should have dividers for each subsection in each topic: 

1. Liberalism 
2. Socialism 
3. Conservativism 
4. Feminism 
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You are expected to spend at least 5 hours outside of your Politics lessons on homework. This will include a 

number of written pieces but in addition to this you have to also complete the following ‘politics log’ 

homework: 

- Read a quality newspaper (e.g. The Guardian) each week. 

- Watch the news every day. 

- Watch at least one Politics TV programme each week e.g. Sunday Politics, The Andrew Marr Show. 

 

You will be asked by your teachers to complete specific homeworks related to the topics you are studying 

as well as be asked to complete revision activities and exam questions at home. 

 

You will be expected to build up your revision portfolio as we go through (and not leave it all until the end 

of year 13 
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Exam paper 

breakdown 

The Main Politics textbook published in 2020 for UK and US Politics. This 

is the main source of information for your A level, but remember it won’t 

include the most recent events. 

The Politics textbook we use for Political Ideas. This is the main source of 

information for your A level, but remember it won’t include the most 

recent events. It is also not specific to our exam board so is best 

supplemented with the revision guides below. 
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What you will study: 

Paper 1 

Paper 2 

Paper 3 

 

YEAR 12 OVERVIEW 

 

 

TERM  
 

Teacher 1 – 3 lessons per week Teacher 2 – 2 lessons per week 

 
1 
 

Introduction  
 
UK constitution  
 
 
UK and devolution  
 
 
UK and EU   
 
 

Introduction 
 
UK democracy  
 
 
UK elections and referendums  

 
2 
 

UK Parliament  
 
 
UK Prime Minister / Cabinet  
 
 

UK elections and referendums 
(continued) 
 
UK political parties  
 
 

 
3 
 

UK judiciary  
 
 
US constitution  
 
 
US Congress  
(To finish in year 13) 
 
 

UK political parties (continued) 
 
 
UK pressure groups 
 
 
US electoral process  
(To finish in year 13) 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

YEAR 13 OVERVIEW 
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TERM  
 

Teacher 1  – 3 lessons per week Teacher 2 – 2 lessons per week 

 
1 
 

US electoral process  
 
 
US pressure groups  
 
 
US political parties  
 
 
Liberalism  
 
 

US Congress  
 
 
US Presidency  
 
 
 

 
2 
 

Socialism  
 
 
Conservatism 
 
 
Feminism  
 
 

US judiciary  
 
 
US civil rights  
 
 

3 
 
 
 

Finishing content  
 
Revision (all papers) 

Finishing content 
 
Revision (all papers) 
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EXAMPLE 

POLITICS 

PAPER 1 
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EXAMPLE 

POLITICS 

PAPER 2 
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EXAMPLE 

POLITICS 

PAPER 3 
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Politics cross-curricular themes 

 

Geography • Industrialisation 

• Superpowers 

• UK economy 
 

History • Industrialisation 

• The welfare state 

• Revolution 

• Communism  

• Civil Rights 

• The Cold War 
 

Media • The impact of the media on politics  
 

Philosophy • Philosophers e.g. early liberal thinkers.  
 

Sociology • Marxism, socialism and communism 

• The UK’s major and minor Politics Parties 

• Influences of the media on voting behaviour 
 

 


